CHAPTER XXVIII
IT remains to offer a few geneial lemaiks on the person whose life and actions I have endeavoied to describe in the pieceding pages
In all conditions of human society, distinguished men are the subjects of legend, but the chaiacter of the legend varies with the disposition of the time. In ages which we call heioic the saint woiks mnacles, the wairioi peiforms exploits beyond the stiength of natural man. In ages less visionaly which are given to ease and enjoyment the tendency is to biuig a gieat man down to the common level, and to dis-covei or invent faults which shall show that he is 01 was but a little man aftei all Oui vanity is soothed by evidence that those who have eclipsed us 111 the lace of hfe aie no better than ourselves, 01 in some respects are worse than ourselves, and if to these general impulses be added political or personal animosity, accusations of depravity are ciidilated as suiely about such men, and aie ciedited as readily, as under other influences aie the marvellous achievements of a Cid or a St Francis In the present day we reject mnacles and prodigies, we are on our guaid against the mythology of hero worship, just as we disbelieve in the eminent supeiiority of any one of oui contemporanes to anothei We look less cun-ously into the mythology of scandal, we accept easily and willingly stories disparaging to illustnous persons in histoiy, because similai stones aie told and